Supporting your Child with their Reading at Home

Your help with your child’s reading development is vital. You have a valuable role in supporting your child and in encouraging them to become independent and enthusiastic readers.  There are many ways to enjoy a book with a child at home; you could read to them, share and read the book together or ask your child to read to you.    
Having fun with reading! ( 
· Reading stories and sharing books together as often as you can in a relaxed and cosy environment. 

· Encourage your child to read a range of books such as joke books, information books, cookery books, poetry, newspapers, comics and magazines. 
· Smile and give lots of praise and encouragement. 

· Chat together about what you have read with your child. 

· Be a role model – Let your child see you read a range of reading material. 

· Point out and talk about the words that are all round us in supermarkets, street names, TV adverts and recipes. 
· Visit your local library and bookshops together. 

· Sing songs, listen to stories, recite well know poems and rhymes. 

· Play word games and puzzles. 
· Read books and information online. 
Above all – enjoy every aspect of words, books and reading!
Remember to record any reading that you do in their reading diary. 
Reading with your child – Helpful Tips!
· Try and read every day and make sure this is a time when you and your child are relaxed. Give plenty of praise and be positive at all times. 

· Before opening the book get a ‘feel’ for the book by looking at the front cover, title, author, illustrator, picture, where the story is set, the characters and back cover. 
· Let your child hold the book and turn the pages. 
· In the early stages, encourage your child to point to each word as they are reading. 
· Look together at the pictures and discuss them. Ask questions such as, what can you see? How are they feeling? What might happen next? Where is it set? Who is the main character? Why do you think s/he did/said that? What should s/he have done?
· Talk about punctuation and its uses, e.g. full stops, capital letters, commas, exclamation marks, question marks, speech bubbles, speech marks and brackets. 
· Encourage your child to use expression when reading and model this skill for them. 
· Encourage children to spot sounds they know and to sound out words they are unsure of.
· Ask children to find the s-u-n or the b-o-a-t etc in the story to help practise the skill of blending. 
· Encourage your child to use their phonic knowledge when attempting to decode words, e.g. sh, ch, th, oo, ee, ie and so on. 
· Learn to read the high frequency words and common exception words by heart to aid fluency. 
· At the end of the story, encourage children to retell the story in their own words. Discuss their favourite part/s and parts they disliked.  
· Read the same book over and over again if you both enjoy it. Learning stories by heart is an important part of learning to read.
Non-fiction
· Firstly, establish how you know it is non-fiction book. 
· Discuss and use contents page, glossary and index.
· Talk about use of photographs, diagrams, labels, captions, bold text, ‘did you know’ boxes, headings and subheadings. 
· Talk about the style of writing e.g. formal and factual 
Possible questions to ask your child when sharing a book:
· What do you think the story is going to be about?

· What do you think is going to happen next?

· What is your favourite page?

· What happened at the beginning/middle/end of the story?

· How do you think s/he is feeling? How do you know?
· Have you read any stories like this one?

· Where is the story set? 
· Find a word in the story that shows they moved quickly. 
· Who is/are the main characters in the story?
· What if you could change the ending of this book, what would it be?
· Why has the author chosen to do this?

· Why is this in bold text?

· How do you know she is feeling scared?

· How did this story make you feel?

· What would you do if you were in this situation?

· How would you describe this character?

Also, discuss punctuation marks and responding appropriately to them, e.g. pausing at full stops and commas and using expression for speech marks 
Try to share books with your child as often as possible, ideally every day. Give your child lots of encouragement and praise and have fun!  (
